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	Assessment Criteria
	Mark (out of 100) – 40% of assessment

	
	Possible
	Achieved

	Structure and Presentation
	30
	

	Essay plan included?
	10
	5

	Essay is structured clearly (Intro, Main section, Conclusions, References)
	5
	5

	Essay is coherently organised – overall argument proceeds logically from introduction to conclusions
	5
	2

	Presentation (use of headings, subheadings, paragraphs, appropriate use of font and line spacing)
	10
	6

	Content / Language
	50
	

	Spelling / punctuation / grammar
	10
	7

	Does the essay answer the question? 
	10
	6

	Use of academic language (Formal, Cautious, Succinct, Impersonal)
	10
	2

	Student understood key terms, concepts, defined ambiguous terms?
	10
	6

	Use of examples / evidence to support arguments
	10
	5

	References
	20
	

	Uses a minimum of four quality, mixed resource types?
	10
	0

	Referenced correctly (Harvard system)? 
	8
	5

	Referenced information used intelligently?
	2
	1

	Total
	100
	50


Comments
I thought you introduced the essay very well – clearly stating your intentions.  However, there are a few issues that you need to consider for future assignments:
· You need to practice your academic writing style.  Academic writing needs to be formal, cautious, succinct and impersonal.  Your writing was succinct but it is the other aspects that you need to work on.  Don’t make bold statements without evidence to back them up so, rather than saying “..it is quite clear that the public believe that…etc” you might say “from the evidence presented it seems that…etc”.  Remember hardly anything is ever 100% definite.  You will mostly always find alternative views which should be acknowledged, even if you don’t agree with them.  Remember you should not write in the first person (I, we etc) but always in the 3rd person.  You also need to make sure you do not use chatty or non-formal language.
· You use very large chunks of text from your sources.  Although this is suitable on occasion I think you need to be more selective and try to integrate shorter quotes more often.
· Make sure you plan your essay properly beforehand. I saw your plan and it bore little resemblance to the finished essay.  Planning and reading several resources beforehand.

· It is better to word process essays.

· Finally you were not using the Harvard APA referencing system correctly.  Make sure you either use the library website, materials from the lecture you had on referencing or visit the Academic Skills Unit in the Nuffield for advice
